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Pour  la 

5^  annee,  le 

pique-nlque  est 

un  succes 


Vendredi  dernier,  mon  ecole  a 
organise  un  pique-nique  et  les 
parents  etaient  invites.  J'etais 
content  ce  jour  la,  parce  que  ma 
mere  est  venue  et  j'ai  joue  avec  mes 
amis. 

-  HuMBERTo  Tang,  5 A 


Vendredi,  le  pique-nique,  etait 
vraiment  amusant.  On  a  mange  un 
bon  lunch  avec  nos  amis  et  nos 
parents.  On  a  joue  beaucoup  avec 
les  chiens  et  j'aime  qz  parce  que  je 
veux  un  chien.  Le  rallye  etait  tres 
drole  meme  si  on  n'a  pas  gagne.  J'ai 
aime  beaucoup  le  rallye  parce  qu' 
on  a  couru  beaucoup.  Le  pique- 
nique  a  fini  avec  une  delicieuse 
creme  glacee. 

-  Jon  Ian  Lui,  5A 


Jai  aime  manger  dehors.  J'ai 
aime  jouer  a  la  chasse  au  tresor.  J'ai 
eu  beaucoup  de  plaisir  au  pare.  Les 
questions  etaient  bien  amusantes! 

-  Maksim  Knecht,  5A 


Vendredi  nous  sommes  alles  au 
pare  Westmount  pour  un  grand 
pique-nique  avec  nos  parents.  II 
faisait  tres  beau,  nous  avons  bien 
mange  et  nous  avons  bien  joue. 
Nous  avons  eu  un  concours  de 
tran^ais  et  avec  mon  groupe  nous 
avons  fait  beaucoup  de  recherches. 
Nous  nous  sommes  bien  amuses  et 
j'aimerais  aller  pour  un  pique-nique 
chaque  semaine! 

-  Adrian  Gaty,  5 A 


Selwyn  House  invades 
Westmount  Park 


BY  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 

Selwyn  House  students  from  the 
Elementary  School  took  over 
Westmount  Park  on  Friday, 
September  9,  for  a  family  picnic.  The 
picnic  was  a  first,  organized  as  part  of 
the  schools  celebration  ot  the 
International  Year  of  the  Family. 

"The  purpose  of  this  outing  is  to 
give  the  Selwyn  House  'lamily'  an 
opportunity  to  greet  one  another  and 
to  get  the  school  year  started  in  an  air 
ot  sharing  and  co-operation, "  says 
Elementary  —  Middle  School  Director 
Ms.  Carol  Manning. 

They  achieved  and  surpassed  their 
goal.  Every  parent  I  spoke  to  thought 
it  was  a  wonderful  idea  and  seemed  to 
be  having  a  great  time.  Everyone 
thought  the  picnic  should  become  an 
annual  affair. 

"It's  a  great  way  to  start  the  year, " 
says  Mrs.  Suzanne  Charron-Smith, 
parent  of  Philip  Smith  in  Grade  IB. 
"The  parents  get  to  talk  to  each  other 
and  the  children  get  to  meet  in  a  more 
relaxed  atmosphere. " 

The  picnic  began  at  noon  when  the 
group,  which  included  students, 
faculty  and  some  parents,  descended 
on  the  park.  Parents  prepared  picnic 
lunches,  but  the  food  was  barely  tasted 
as  boys,  who  were  more  interested  in 
playing  than  eating,  downed 
sandwiches  in  a  single  bite. 

As  the  afternoon  progressed,  clouds 
loomed  ominously,  threatening  rain, 
but  the  weather  held  out.  After  lunch, 
activities  were  prepared  lor  each  age 
group. 

The  older  boys  were  engrossed  in  a 
scavenger  hunt  while  the  boys  in 
Grades  3  to  4  tested  each  other's  skill 
in  three-legged  races  and  tug-of-war 
contests.  The  younger  students  had 


Boys  have  a  great  time  in  the  playground 
during  Selwyn  House's  family  picnic. 

their  faces  painted  and  made  a  long 
human  train  that  wound  its  way 
through  the  park. 

Smiles  were  abundant  all 
afternoon,  but  were  especially  so  when 
the  ice  cream  was  served  at  the  end  of 
the  activities.  By  all  accounts,  it  was  a 
great  day  at  the  park. 
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Japanese  students  visit  Selwyn  House 


BY  Nathalie  Lacroix-Maillette 

Students  reinforced  international  friendships  this 
summer  as  Selwyn  House  received  a  group  of  Grade  9  boys 
from  Josai  Kowagoe  Jimior  High  School  in  Japan. 

Their  visit  marked  the  second  half  of  an  exchange 
programme  which  had  Selwyn  House  boys  visiting  Japan  for 
two  weeks  in  June  1993.  The  Japanese  visitors  stayed  with 
five  Selwyn  House  families  from  August  1  to  10. 

The  Japanese  students  had  a  busy  schedule,  starting  with 
an  English  class  first  thing  in  the  morning,  then  some  sight- 
seeing in  the  afternoons  which  sometimes  stretched  into  the 
evenings.  They  went  to  the  Insectarium,  La  Ronde,  camping 
and  rafting  on  La  Riviere  Rouge,  and  they  even  caught  an 
Expos  game  before  the  baseball  strike.  The  goal  of  the 
exchange  was  not  only  to  teach  the  students  English,  but 
also  to  give  them  a  glimpse  of  life  as  a  Montrealer. 

"My  impression  of  Montreal  is  of  beautiful  streets,  wide 
roads,  Japanese  cars,  very  kind  people,  high  taxes,  houses 
with  big  pools  and  big  houses, "  one  student  wrote  in  an 
anonymous  questionnaire. 

At  the  end  of  their  visit,  many  students  did  not  want  to 
return  to  Japan.  "I  really  enjoyed  my  host  family.  At  the 
beginning  I  wished  the  time  would  pass  more  quickly,  but 
then  at  the  end  of  my  stay,  1  did  not  want  to  leave, "  wrote 
another  student. 

The  Japanese  students  are  grateful  to  everybody  who 
made  their  visit  so  memorable.  'T  felt  very  fortunate  to  meet 


Japanese  students  enjoy  a  picnic  with  their  adopted 
Canadian  families. 


my  host  family  and  many  other  people,"  one  student  wrote. 

"I  learned  about  the  Canadian  living  style,  about  the 
food  and  about  the  mentality.  The  people  I  met  were  fian," 
wrote  another. 

The  students  are  looking  forward  to  seeing  us  again  in 
1995.  The  plans  for  the  trip  are  just  starting  to  take  shape. 
There  will  be  more  information  to  come  as  the  time  of  the 
trip  approaches.  I'll  keep  you  posted. 


Quatre  eleves  de  Selwyn  House  decouvrent  Tile  d'Anticosti 


Sylvain  Decelles 
ET  Johanne  Werbiski 

Au  cours  du  mois  d'aout  dernier, 
quatre  etudiants  ont  eu  I'occasion  de 
decouvrir  une  region  quebecoise,  celle 
de  la  Cote-Nord  et  de  file  d'Anticosti, 
grace  a  un  voyage  organise  par  le 
departement  de  franc^ais  de  I'ecole 
Selwyn  House. 

Les  etudiants,  Carl  Dholandas,  9A, 
Ian  Ratzer,  8A,  Julian  O'Flynn,  lOA, 
et  Joseph  Sep,  IOC,  ont  pu  voir  de 
nombreux  attraits  touristiques.  En 
Charlevoix,  ils  ont  pu  decouvrir  le 
mystere  du  meteorite  geant  qui  est 
tombe  dans  la  region  il  y  a  350 
millions  d'annees,  la  beaute  champetre 
et  maritime  de  I'lle-aux-Coudres,  les 
paysages  pittoresques  de  la  Charlevoix, 
ainsi  que  les  tendances  actuelles  de  la 


peinture  quebecoise  dans  les  galeries 
dart  de  Baie-Saint-Paul. 

A  Tadoussac,  ils  ont  pu  admirer  le 
bal  des  baleines  et  des  rorquals,  le 
paysage  sauvage  et  desertique  des 
dunes  de  sable.  lis  ont  eu  le  loisir  de 
decouvrir  ces  dunes  a  dos  de  cheval. 

Nos  etudiants  ont  pu  aussi  se 
familiariser  avec  la  culture  autochtone 
en  visitant  le  musee  amerindien  et 
inuit  de  Godbout,  I'eglise 
amerindienne  de  Mingan  construite 
par  le  celebre  Jack  Monoloy  de  la 
chanson  de  Gilles  Vigneault  et  en 
ayant  la  chance  de  dormir  trois  nuits 
dans  les  tentes  traditionnelles 
amerindiennes  qu'utilisent  les  Innu 
(Montagnais)  lors  de  leur  chasse. 

Nos  etudiants  ont  mesure  leur 
endurance  physique  en  se  confrontant 
au  vent  et  aux  eaux  tumultueuses  de  la 
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baie  de  Sept-Iles  a  bord  de  kayaks  de 
men 

Ils  ont  pu  aussi  admirer  les  paysages 
magnifiques  de  la  Cote-Nord:  le 
littoral  sablonneux  du  fleuve  Saint- 
Laurent,  la  berge  rocheuse  du  phare 
historique  de  Pointe-des-Monts,  la 
cannelure  glaciaire  de  la  riviere  Sault- 
au-Plat,  les  chutes  des  rivieres  aux 
Rochers  et  Manitou  ainsi  que  les 
monolithes  et  les  paysages  dechiquetes, 
morceles  du  Pare  national  des  Iles-de- 
Mingan 

A  Havre-Saint-Pierre,  ils  ont 
cotoyes  une  culture  bien  vivante;  celle 
des  Acadiens  ou  la  fete  battait  son 
plein  au  moment  de  notre  arrivee. 

De  cette  ville,  un  saut  en  avion  et 
decouverte  de  file  d'Anticosti  et  de  ses 
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Selwyn  House  students  discover  France 


BY  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 

Twelve  boys  from  Selwyn  House 
took  part  in  the  second  halt  ot 
L'echange  Franco-Canadien  this 
summer.  The  exchange  was  organized 
by  Mme  Nancy  Allard-Coutu,  assisted 
by  M.  Roland  Glaude.  It  was  a  great 
success  for  the  first  trip  of  its  kind  at 
the  school  and  plans  are  for  it  to  take 
place  every  two  years. 

"As  our  society  becomes  more 
globally  interdependent,  I  feel  that 
student  exchanges  can  only  help  in  the 
understanding  of  social  and  cultural 
interaction,"  says  Mme  Allard-Coutu. 

The  students  agree  the  exchange 
gives  them  experience  they  don't  get 
when  they  travel  with  their  families. 


"In  an  exchange  like  this,  you're 
integrating  with  the  population,  which 
is  different  than  when  you  go  with 
your  family.  With  your  family,  you 
speak  English  and  you  don't  interact  as 
much,"  says  Thomas  Sontag,  9C,  a 
student  who  participated  in  the 
exchange. 

"Staying  with  people  is 
enlightening  because  you  get  to  see 
exactly  how  they  live,  and  then  you 
can  contrast  that  with  your  lite  here," 
says  Charles  Colby,  9C.  "The  French 
students  were  different  from  us 
socially.  They  stayed  at  home  with 
their  families  more  and  didn't  socialize 
with  friends  outside  school  much,  and 
they  were  better  friends  with  their 
parents, "  says  Charles. 


L'echange  Franco-Canadien  is 
mostly  about  communication  between 
people  from  different  cultural  and 
linguistic  backgrounds;  however, 
because  students  are  immersed  in  a 
French  milieu,  they  are  forced  to  speak 
the  language,  therefore  achieving  a 
certain  fluency. 

The  students  said  they  noticed  a 
vast  improvement  in  their  ability  to 
communicate  in  French  once  they  had 
returned  to  Montreal. 

Applications  for  the  1995-96 
exchange  will  be  mailed  next 
September.  Mme  Allard-Coutu  says 
priority  will  be  given  to  returning 
students  and  those  who  will  billet  a 
French  student  during  the  first  part  of 
the  exchange. 


L'echange  Franco-Canadien  is  a  valuable  learning  experience 


BY  Edward  Kubow,  1 1 B 

Our  trip  began  on  June  22  at 
6:30  P.M.  Twelve  students  and  two 
faculty  members,  Mme  Nancy  Allard- 
Coutu  and  M.  Roland  Glaude,  set  oft 
to  France  for  two  glorious  weeks  as 
part  of  L'echange  Franco-Canadien. 

Upon  arrival  at  our  first 
destination,  Rouen,  we  were  greeted 
by  friends  we  had  made  last  February 
when  they  traveled  to  Montreal  lor  the 
first  part  of  the  exchange.  For  ten  days, 
we  were  "adopted "  by  French  families 
whose  children  attended  Les  Cours 
Notre-Dame,  a  co-ed  school. 

That  day  we  began  to  explore  the 
streets  of  Rouen,  learning  about  its 
history  through  guided  tours  of 
museums,  winding  streets  and  places 
of  worship. 

During  our  stay  we  also  visited  the 
Normandy  coast,  including  Dieppe,  a 
city  steeped  in  the  history  of 
Canadians  and  the  Second  World  War, 
Honfleur,  an  historic  port  and 
workplace  of  famous  impressionist 
painters,  and  Neufchatel  en  Bray, 


where  a  wonderful  cheesemaker 
allowed  us  to  visit  her  farm  and 
showed  us  how  the  soft  Neufchatel 
cheese  was  made. 

On  several  occasions  we  spent  time 
alone  with  our  host  families,  which 
gave  us  an  opportunity  to  strengthen 
the  bonds  we  had  already  forged  when 
the  French  students  visited  Montreal. 
This  time  was  valuable  because  it 
helped  us  recognize  and  understand 
the  similarities  and  differences  between 
our  social  and  cultural  fabrics. 

After  some  sad  goodbyes,  we 
headed  for  Paris,  where  we  spent  the 
next  four  days  of  our  trip  before 
returning  home.  The  first  thing  on  our 
agenda  was  a  guided  bus  tour  of  the 
city.  Our  first  evening  was  spent  on 
les  Bateaux-Mouches  for  a 
spectacular  view  of  Paris  by  night. 

We  visited  many  places,  including 
Notre-Dame  de  Paris,  les  Champs  de 
Mars,  I'Arc  de  Triomphe,  les  Invalides, 
la  Rive  Gauche,  le  Louvre  and  la  tour 
Eiffel  (which  was  my  highlight  of  our 
stay  in  Paris  -  the  view  from  the  top 
was  breathtaking). 


Selwyn  House  students  explore  the  streets  of 
Rouen,  France. 

Putting  it  in  perspective,  all  of  us 
who  participated  in  L'echange  Franco- 
Canadien  realize  how  lucky  we  are  to 
have  experienced  such  a  fun  trip. 
Unfortunately,  I  will  have  graduated 
when  the  exchange  is  to  take  place 
again  next  year,  but  I  enjoyed  France 
so  much  that  I  am  applying  to 
different  French  universities  and,  if 
accepted,  I'll  make  my  own  exchange. 
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Getting  a  taste  of  the  "good  ole  days 

Grade  4  visits  Canadiana  Village 


BY  Jennifer- Lee  Thomas 

/  interviewed  four  Grade  4 
students  -  Philippe  Lebel,  Jeffiry  Yip, 
Scott  McMillan,  and  Mathieu  Leopold 
—  about  their  trip  to  Canadiana  Village 
in  Rawdon  on  September  2.  After  the 
interview,  I  was  captivated  by  how  the 
students  had  interpreted  the  information 
they  had  received.  Instead  of  writing  a 
third  person  account  of  the  experience,  I 
thought  I  would  let  the  students  tell  the 
story  themselves: 

"It's  a  great  place  to  visit,  but  you 
wouldn't  want  to  live  there!"  the  boys 
exclaimed  emphatically. 

"It  was  hard  living  in  those  days, " 
Philippe  said.  "It  was  hard  work. " 

"If  you  went  there  for  more  than 
one  day,  you  would  miss  modern  life, " 
added  Jeffrey. 

"So  you  wouldn't  want  to  live 
during  that  period? '  I  asked. 

"I  kind  of  feel  half  and  half  about 
it.  I  sort  of  like  it  here  because  we  have 
better  technology,  and  I  would  miss 
my  computer,"  Scott  said. 

"I  would  stay  in  the  olden  times," 
interjected  Mathieu.  "They  had  old 


technolog)'  that  was  pretty  useful  at 
the  time,  but  I'd  come  back  when 
there  was  a  blizzard  or  something 
because  their  cabins  weren't  strong 
enough." 

"It  would  be  kind  oi  Rm  to  go  back 
once  in  a  while.  You  could  bring 
twenty  dollars  and  buy  a  lot  of  candy 
and  still  come  back  with  nineteen 
dollars,"  Scott  said. 

"And  if  you  brought  two  hundred 
dollars,  you  could  probably  own  the 
whole  town,"  Mathieu  added. 

"There  is  one  reason  why  I  would 
live  there  -  I  would  be  the  smartest 
person  in  the  world,"  Philippe 
exclaimed  while  Mathieu  looked  at 
him  dubiously. 

"In  those  days,  they  would  think 
the  technology  that  we  have  now  was 
impossible,"  Philippe  explained. 

"You  would  impress  them  with 
your  knowledge  from  the  future? "  I 
asked. 

"Yeah,  but  I  wouldn't  live  there 
because  there  are  too  many 
restrictions,"  he  added. 

"You  couldn't  do  anything," 
Mathieu  explained.  "If  you  disobeyed 
your  parents,  you  got  punished." 


Robert  Fritsch,  4B,  gets  a  shave  for  25<t. 

"And  if  you  did  something  bad  in 
class,  they  would  take  out  the  ruler," 
Scott  added. 

"II  you  stole  a  candle,  that  was 
considered  a  crime,  and  they  would 
hang  you,"  Philippe  added. 

"What  did  you  like  most  about  the 
village? "  I  asked  next. 

"I  liked  the  barber's  shop  the  best. 
It  made  you  feel  like  you  were  in  the 
olden  days  getting  shaved,"  Scott  said. 

"I  liked  the  printing  shop.  Now,  we 
have  huge  newspaper  companies;  then, 
they  had  one  guy  doing  a  paper  lor  the 
whole  town,"  said  Philippe. 

"What  did  you  learn  from  your 
experience?"  I  asked. 

"It  makes  you  think  how  fortunate 
you  are,"  Philippe  said. 


Up, Up  and  Away... 


Grade  5  students  made  hot  air 
balloons  as  a  class  project  in  mid- 
September.  Once  the  balloons  were 
completed,  the  class  held  an  exhibition 
to  show  oft  their  work. 

Right:  The  first  stage  of  construction  is  the 
messiest.  It  involves  paste,  newspaper  and 
much  patience. 

J  Left:  After  letting  the  balloons  dry  for  a  week  j 

i  or  so,  the  students  paint  them  with  their  _^ 

^  favourite  colours.  The  project  takes  about  a  "$> 

^  month  to  complete.  -i 
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Seminar  on 

memory  teaches 

Grade  8  a  new 

way  to  learn 

BY  Ian  Ratzer,  8A 

AND  ANURAAG  SAKSENA,  8 A 

On  September  13,  Mr.  Scott 
Bornstein,  a  learning  expert  from 
California,  came  to  Selwyn  House 
to  address  a  group  of  Grade  8  boys 
assembled  in  the  Red  Room. 

Mr.  Bornstein  has  a  new  style  of 
memorizing  chains  of  data.  He 
amused  and  impressed  the  group 
by  committing  40  numerals  to 
memory.  None  of  the  boys  could 
imagine  themselves  doing  close  to 
the  same  thing  by  the  end  of  the 
lecture. 

"Okay  boys,  we're  going  to 
associate  the  numbers  1  to  20  with 
influential  characters  from 
history,"  Mr.  Bornstein  said.  An 
overhead  projector  whirred. 

"Okay,  see  Mohammed?  Can 
you  see  him  standing  by  the 
blackboard?  Say  'yes,'"  Mr. 
Bornstein  said. 

"All  right,  number  2,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  can  you  see  two  'Hg 
newtons'  dangling  by  the  light 
switch?  Yes  you  can.  Say  'yes  Mr. 
Bornstein.'" 

"Yes    Mr.     Bornstein!"    We 
answered. 
"Because  -" 

The  whole  room  chimed  in, 
"It's  easy  and  I  like  it,"  which  was 
his  key  phrase  regarding  learning. 

The  boys  felt  happy  at  the  end 
of  the  presentation,  knowing  they 
had  acquired  an  easy  new  way  to 
learn. 

We  would  like  to  express  our 
sratitude  to  Mrs.  Micheline 
Hewitt,  parent  of  Jonathan  Hewitt, 
7B,  for  making  arrangements  for 
this  worthwhile  visit. 


Grade  7s  thank  their  teachers 
for  a  great  trip  to  Arundel 


BY  Matthew  Busbridge,  7B 
Jon  Hewitt,  7B 

AND  Jon  SlMONETTA,  7B 

On  Friday,  September  9,  the  Grade 
7  classes  left  Selwyn  House  for  a  two- 
day  field  trip  to  the  Arundel  Science 
Centre. 

Who  knew  what  awaited  our 
arrival?  When  we  pulled  into  the 
parking  lot,  a  new  and  interesting 
scene  captured  our  eyes;  birds  were 
chirping,  leaves  were  rustling  in  the 
wind  and,  unfortunately,  it  was 
raining!  We  were  divided  into  groups 
and  sent  to  different  activities:  ecology, 
sports,  interviewing,  and  orienteering. 
We  made  our  meals  in  a  very  cramped 
kitchen  space.  None  of  us  got  to  bed 
until  midnight,  but  we  all  still 
managed  to  wake  up  at  7  A.M.  We  ^ 
played  football,  soccer,  capture  the  flag  o 
and  flashlight  tag.  It  was  all  really  ^ 
exciting  and  amusing.  ^^ 

On  behalf  of  all  Grade  7,  we  would 
like  to  thank  all  the  teachers  who 
made  our  trip  enjoyable. 


Grade  7  students  listen  to  instructions  from 

Mr.  Michael  Downey  for  a  game  at  the 

ecology  activity  station. 


History  goes  hi-tech 


BY  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 

A  special  and  exciting  computer 
project  is  in  the  works  in  Grade  8 
history  this  year.  Students  are 
compiling  a  Mini-Encyclopedia  of 
Medieval  History. 

The  project  covers  five  areas  of  the 
world  -  the  Americas,  East  Asia  and 
Australasia,  the  Middle  East  and 
South  Asia,  Europe,  and  Africa  -  that 
will  be  researched  under  four  topics: 
Food  and  Environment,  Shelter  and 
Architecture,  Technology  and 
Innovation,  Art  and  Ritual. 

In  the  first  term,  the  students  will 
cover  the  years  AD  1  to  AD800,  and  in 
the  second  term  they  will  research  the 
period  AD800  to  AD  1500. 


"I  am  trying  to  give  the  students  a 
wider  idea  of  history  and  trying  to  get 
them  to  think  laterally  when  they  do 
research,"  says  Grade  8  history  teacher 
Mr.  Jack  Martin. 

The  students  are  working  in  groups 
of  four,  and  each  group  is  responsible 
for  researching  the  topics  in  one  area 
of  the  world  and  for  entering  their 
findings  into  the  computer  using  a 
multimedia  software  programme 
called  HyperCard. 

Mr.  Martin  will  give  the  students 
subtle  clues  to  guide  them  in  their 
research.  The  work  will  be  done 
during  history  and  computer  classes 
and  each  student  will  be  assessed  on 
his  contribution  to  his  group  in  both- 
classes. 
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For  the  Photo  Album... 


A  Glimpse  at  the  First  Day 


fS 


k^^ 


Above:   New  students  in  Grade  2  get  a  tour  of  the  school  with  their  teachers, 
Ms.  Gayle  Jewer,  Mrs.  Irene  Lunt  and  Mrs.  Sylvie  Bastien-Doss. 


Left:  Going  to  school  can 
work  up  the  appetite.  A 
student  enjoys  his  first  lunch 
ot  the  year  while  his  friend 
watches  hungrily. 


Left:  Cracking  open  the 
books,  Mr.  Moffat  doesn't 
lose  any  time  in  his  Grade 
10  physics  class. 
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Back  to  School 


Above:  Students  take  advantage  of  the  good 
weather  to  play  hackey  sac  during  recess. 


Above:  A  new  student  awaits  the 
announcement  of  his  homeroom  teacher. 


Left:  Elementary  School  students 
are  anticipating  a  good  lunch 
aher  a  strenuous  period  of 
physical  education. 
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Riviere  Rouge 

provides  thrills 

for  Grade  1 1 

BY  David  Williams,  1 IC 

It  was  a  bright  September  day 
when  approximately  50  Selwyn 
boys  packed  up  and  headed  for  La 
Riviere  Rouge,  but  as  soon  as  the 
bus  started  to  roll,  rain  clouds 
filled  the  sky.  By  the  time  the  boys 
arrived  at  New  World  Rafting 
Centre,  they  had  been  through 
two  downpours,  albeit  from  the 
sheltered  confines  of  an  Uncle 
Harry  bus.  The  weather  stayed 
miserable  until  the  very  last  day, 
but  that  did  not  dampen  the  spirits 
of  these  rugged  boys. 

Day  one  was  spent  traveling 
down  the  raging  Riviere  Rouge 
rapids  in  1 1-man  rafts.  At  times  we 
were  encouraged  to  jump  feet  first 
into  the  white  water,  at  other  times 
we  were  allowed  to  dive  off  a  20 
foot  cliff  into  the  water  below.  A 
few  boys  jumped  ship  just  to  flip 
the  teachers,  who  were  shooting 
the  rapids  in  two-man  rafts  called 
Sport}'aks. 

That  night,  after  heaps  of  food 
had  been  served  and  consumed,  we 
played  various  leadership-oriented 
games. 

The  next  day  was  filled  with  a 
hodgepodge  of  activities.  Boys 
went  horseback  riding,  played 
volleyball,  went  mountain 
climbing,  and  rode  mountain 
bikes.  The  best  activity  of  the  day, 
however,  was  by  far  the 
Sporryaking.  Those  who  chose  to 
face  the  river  one  more  time  were 
treated  to  an  adrenaline  rush  that 
even  the  most  daring  of  La  Ronde's 
mechanized  rides  could  not  match. 

Then,  just  as  we  prepared  to 
leave,  the  clouds  parted  and  the 
sun  shone  brightly  on  a  gang  of 
exhausted  Grade  1 1  boys. 


The  Festival  I  heatrc  in  Stratford  is  world  renowned  for  its  Shakespearean  theatre. 

Trip  to  Stratford  Festival 
impresses  Grade  10 


BY  Andre  Nguyen,  lOA 

We  were  all  doubtful  at  first 
whether  the  Grade  10  class  trip  to  the 
Stratford  Festival  would  be  appealing 
to  our  teenage  senses.  Everyone  enjoys 
a  good  play,  but  perhaps  six 
performances  in  a  mere  three  days 
would  be  too  much  for  us  to  endure. 
Our  worries  were  quickly  put  to  rest 
by  The  Pirates  of  Penzance,  which 
everyone  found  to  be  a  splendid 
musical  with  a  talented  cast. 

After  the  performance,  the  buses 
drove  us  back  to  the  Valhalla  Inn  in 
Kitchener,  Ont.  There,  we  spent  a 
relaxed  and  enjoyable  evening  taking 
advantage  of  the  hotel's  many  facilities, 
which  included  a  bowling  alley  and  a 
swimming  pool. 

The  next  day  we  were  off  to 
Stratford,  where  we  staved  for  the  rest 


of  our  trip.  We  saw  two  performances 
that  day.  The  Comedy  of  Errors, 
Shakespeare's  hilarious  play,  and  Alice 
Through  the  Looking  Glass,  of  which 
the  main  attractions  were  the  setting 
and  the  lead  actress,  who  was  the  girl 
from  the  television  series  Road  to 
Avonlea. 

Our  last  day  of  performances  was 
our  busiest  and  by  far  our  best  day.  We 
went  on  an  educational  back-stage 
tour,  and  that  afternoon  we  saw  two 
short  plays:  The  Imaginary  Cuckold 
and  A  School  for  Husbands. 

The  best,  however,  was  saved  for 
last.  That  night,  we  filed  into  an 
already  packed  theatre  to  see  Cyrano  de 
Bergerac,  and  it  proved  to  be  the  best 
play  of  the  festival.  Cyrano's  romantic 
personality  and  his  eloquence  stole  the 
show.  It  was  a  performance  and  a  trip 
to  remember. 


Correction 

The  Parents'  Newsletter  would  like  to  apologize  to  Ned  Maloney,  7C,  who 
won  second  place  in  last  spring's  Grades  4,5  and  6  Public  Speaking  Contest 
for  his  speech  about  the  Adirondacks.  Ned  Maloney's  name  was  regretfully  left 
out  ot  an  article  that  appeared  on  page  seven  of  the  June  issue.  We  would  like 
to  congratulate  Ned  Maloney  for  the  effort  and  enthusiasm  with  which  he 
participated  in  the  contest  and  for  his  award. 
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'Haute  couture'  comes  to  Selwyn  House 


BY  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 

Parents  need  not  shop  anywhere  but  at 
Selwyn  House  tor  school  uniforms  this  year 
because  everything  their  boy  needs  can  be 
found  at  the  school's  new  store,  the  Argyle 
Shop. 

The  shop  sells  all  the  items  for  the  uniform 
as  well  as  leisure  wear,  such  as  baseball  caps,  T- 
shirts  and  sweatshirts,  which  are  also  available 
in  adult  sizes.  Size  doesn't  concern  the  Argyle 
Shop  though,  because  if  they  don't  have 
clothing  to  fit  a  child,  they'll  custom  order  it. 

"If  you  have  a  very  small  child  or  a  very  big 
child,  we  can  make  a  special  order  for  him. 
We  measure  the  student,  and  a  couple  of 
weeks  later  he  has  a  custom-made  uniform," 
says  Mrs.  Nadine  Tsoukas,  a  member  of  the 
organizing  committee  for  the  shop. 

The  shop  was  the  brainchild  of  Brahm  and 
Marilyn  Elkin,  parents  of  Jeremy  Elkin  in 
Grade  2B.  They  approached  Mr.  William  Mitchell  with  a 
proposal  last  fall. 

"We're  one  of  the  last  schools  to  have  a  shop,"  says 
Mrs.  Elkin,  "but  what  we  have  done  is  something  different. 
We've  gone  right  to  the  manufacturer  with  no  one  in 
between. " 

Mrs.  Elkin  says  getting  rid  ot  the  middle  man  is  an 
innovative  and  beneficial  move  for  the  school  because  it 
reduces  prices  and  keeps  the  profits  within  Selwyn  House. 
'The  shop  is  for 


Jason  Tsoukas,  7C,  and  Martin  Brule-Brosseau,  3B,  show  off  their  uniforms. 

MacDonald,  Mr.  William  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Barbara  Molson 
and  Mrs.  Nadine  Tsoukas. 

"It's  been  a  lot  of  work,"  says  Mrs.  Tsoukas.  "We  met 
every  Thursday  for  at  least  three  hours  throughout  the  year, 
and  we  spent  the  whole  summer  setting  up.  Everybody  has 
been  wonderfijl  and  has  helped  a  lot  -  from  the  kitchen  staff 
to  the  administration  -  everybody  has  pitched  in. " 

This  year,  about  30  new  parent  volunteers  joined  the 
organizing  committee  to  help  run  the  shop.  Throughout  the 
year,  new  merchandise  will  be  added  to  the  already  long  list 

of  items  the  shop  sells. 


the  parents"  benefit 
and  for  the  students  ," 
says  Mrs.  Elkin.  The 
proceeds  will  go 
towards  enhancing 
school  programmes 
throughout  the  years; 


ORIGINALLY,  WE  WERE  JUST  GOING  TO  SELL  THE 
UNIFORM.  WE  NEVER  EXPECTED  THE  SHOP  TO  BLOSSOM 
INTO  THE  60  ITEMS  THAT  WE  HAVE  NOW. 

-  M  RS .  M ARI LYN  ELKI N 


The  first  additions  will 
be  polar  fleeces  and 
shoes,  which  will  be 
available  in  October. 
"Originally,  we  were 
just  going  to  sell  the 
uniform,"  says  Mrs. 


however,   the  biggest  advantage  of  having  a  shop  in  the  Elkin.  "We  never  expected  the  shop  to  blossom  into  the  60 

school    is  convenience.  For  now,  the  store  is  open  three  items  that  we  have  now.' 

times  a  week,  but  the  hours  may  change  as  the  year  Mrs.  Elkin  makes  it  clear  that  parents  are  not  obliged  to 

progresses,  depending  on  the  demand  for  extended  hours.  buy  all  of  the  items  for  the  uniform  at  the  Argyle  Shop. 

"We  have  had  a  terrific  response  from  the  parents  and  However,  parents  seem  to  enjoy  the  convenience  of  havmg  a 

volunteers  so  far,"  says  Mrs.  Elkin,  "and  we  welcome  all  store  in  the  school.  The  Argyle  Shop  held  a  successful  three- 

their  input  and  suggestions.  We  are  trying  to  balance  the  day  opening  in  the  Lucas  Gym  on  August  25,  26,  and  29. 

hours  that  parents  can  volunteer  with  the  hours  parents  "The  parents  were  impressed  by  the  quality  of  our^clothes 


want  the  shop  to  be  open.' 

Last  year,  parents,  together  with  some  statf  members, 
formed  an  organizing  committee  to  plan  the  project.  The 
committee  members  are:  Mrs.  Paulette  Deschamps,  Mr. 
Brahm  Elkin,  Mrs.  Marilyn  Elkin,  Mrs.  Tisha  Feghali,  Mrs. 
Debbie    Lazar,    Mr.    Jim    Leonidas,    Ms.    Bonnie 


and  the  scope  of  our  merchandise,"  says  Mrs.  Tisha  Feghali, 
a  member  of  the  organizing  committee. 

For  now,  the  Argyle  Shop  is  open  Monday  and  Tuesday 
from  7:45  A.M.  to  10:00  A.M.  and  Thursday  from  2:00  P.M. 
to  5:00  P.M.  It's  located  next  to  the  Music  Room,  behind  the 
Lucas  Gym. 
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New  Faces  at  Selwyn  House 


Mr.  Andrew  Webster  is  replacing 
Ms.  Carol  Manning  who  has  become 
the  director  of  the  Elementary  and 
Middle  schools.  He  teaches  English  and 
history  in  Grades  7  and  8.  Mr.  Webster 
feels  that  history  is  an  important  subject 
to  teach  because  "it  teaches  students 
about  the  world  around  them  and  gives 
them  a  sense  of  their  place  in  it." 


Ms.  Andree  Fortier  is  teaching 
French  in  the  secondary  school  to 
Grades  8,  10,  and  11.  She  is  replacing 
Ms.  Maria-Cristina  Cortoni  who  is  on 
maternity  leave.  Ms.  Fortier  hopes  her 
students  will  "not  compare  themselves  to 
others  and  always  strive  lor  their  own 
personal  achievement." 


Ms.  Martina  Brehmer  is  teaching 
music  to  Grades  1  to  4.  She  is  replacing 
Benedikte  Petersen  for  a  year. 
Ms.  Brehmer  places  a  lot  of  emphasis  on 
rhythm  at  this  early  stage  in  a  pupil's 
musical  training.  "If  you  can  clap  a 
rhythm  properly,  you  can  play  it  on  any 
instrument.  That's  halt  the  battle. " 


Mrs.  Kate  Angell  joins  the  faculty  as 
a  Grade  7  homeroom  teacher.  She 
teaches  English  Literature  and  history. 

"1  would  like  my  students  to  leave 
Selwyn  House  with  the  idea  that  the 
question  is  as  important  as  the  answer," 
says  Mrs.  Angell,  "and  that  they  should 
keep  asking  questions  even  once  they 
have  left  college  or  university." 


Ms.  Gayle  Jewer  joins  the  hiculty  as 
a  Grade  2  teacher  and  Grade  5  English 
teacher.  She's  taking  over  for 
Ms.  Dorothy  Walling  who  is  on 
sabbatical.  Ms.  Jewer  prefers  teaching 
the  younger  grades  because  "it's  very 
fulfilling.  In  that  age  group,  there  is 
great  progress  within  one  year." 


Ms.  Julie  Lanthier  is  a  student 
teacher  in  Kindergarten  this  year.  She  is 
currently  completing  her  final  year  of 
study  at  L'Universite  de  Sherbrooke.  She 
will  be  at  Selwyn  House  every  Monday. 
Ms.  Lanthier  likes  to  work  with  younger 
students  because  she  feels  they  are  more 
affectionate. 


Ms.  France  Gauthier  is  a  native  of 
the  Saguenay  region  where  she  taught 
French  as  a  second  language  lor  two 
years.  She  is  teaching  French  to 
Grades  3  and  4.  "I  want  the  students  to 
love  French,"  she  says.  She  also  feels  that 
it  is  important  that  students  strive  to 
learn  independently  and  not  rely 
completely  on  someone  to  teach  them. 


Mr.  James  Stewart  is  replacing  Mr. 
Tom  Nicoll  who  is  on  sabbatical  this 
year.  Mr.  Stewart  is  teaching  histor)'  to 
Grades  9  and  1 1  and  world  literature  to 
Grade  1 1 .  He  is  not  new  to  the  school; 
he  has  been  coaching  senior  lootball  at 
Selwyn  House  lor  the  last  four  years. 


Mr.  John  Gordon  joins  the  staff  as  a 
youth  counsellor,  which  is  a  new 
position  that  has  been  created  this  year. 
He  will  be  at  the  school  every  Tuesday 
and  Thursday.  Mr.  Gordon  says  he  likes 
working  with  teenagers  because  "they 
challenge  adult  perception  of  the  world 
and  they  will  in  turn  shape  it." 
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The  Outing  Club  goes  to  Vermont 


BY  SVXVAIN  DeCELLES 

On  Friday,  September  16,  thirteen 
elwyn  House  students  packed  into  a 
lus  to  discover  the  magnificent  area  of 
itowe,  Vermont.  This  was  the  Outing 
Hub's  first  trip  of  the  year,  organized 
ly  teacher  Mr.  Martin  Boyle. 

We  hiked  up  the  highest  peak  in 
'^ermont,  Mount  Mansfield,  which 
eaches  4292  feet.  The  trail  was  wet,  but 
[  didn't  rain,  and  once  we  reached  the 
ummit  the  sky  was  clear  and  sunny. 

We  camped  at  Smuggler's  Notch 
itate  Camp  and  spent  a  relaxing 
vening  chatting  around  the  campfire. 

The  next  day,  we  explored  The 
Zaves,  huge  rocks  that  have  tumbled  in 
uch  a  way  as  to  form  long  cavernous 
lassages.  We  wrapped  up  our  journey 
ly  rollerblading  and  sledding  down  the 
nountainside. 


The  Outing  Club  is  on  top  of  the  world,  or  in  this  case,  on  top  of  Mount  Mansfield. 


First  "Back  to  School  Basketball  Camp"  is  a  hit 


Basketball  players  from  around  the  city 
improve  their  skills  at  Selwyn  House  this 


summer. 


BY  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas 

Forty  basketball  players  from 
around  the  city,  ranging  in  age  from  8 
to  16,  traveled  to  Selwyn  House  each 
morning  lor  five  days  in  mid-August 
to  attend  the  first  "Back  to  School 
Basketball  Camp. " 

What  motivated  these  youngsters 
to  wake  up  so  early  during  their 
summer  holiday  and  go  to  school? 

"We  love  basketball,"  says  Thomas 
Bracken,  6B,  one  of  the  students  from 
Selwyn  House  who  participated  in  the 
camp.  "We  went  there  to  learn  more 
about  the  game. " 

"I  know  1  improved  a  lot,"  says  his 
brother  Michael,  6A.  "I  had  a  great 
time.  I'd  go  again  next  year  for  sure. " 

"The  main  purpose  of  the  camp 
was  to  give  players  an  opportunity  to 
improve  their  basketball  skills, "  says 
Mr.  Colin  Boyle,  one  of  the  coaches 
who  organized  the  camp. 

At  the  end  of  the  week-long  camp, 
players  received  individual  evaluations 
and  were  rewarded  with  prizes  and 


awards.  However,  it  wasn't  all  work 
and  no  play. 

"We  realized  the  players  wanted  to 
have  fun,  so  the  week  was  Rill  of  skill 
contests,  shooting  competitions,  and 
league  and  playoff  games,"  says 
Mr.  Boyle. 

Mr.  Martin  Boyle  and 
Mr.  Colin  Boyle  organized  the  camp 
and  hired  four  instructors  - 
Mr.  Cortney  Shrimpton  from  LCC, 
Mr.  Sammy  Mendolia  from  McGill's 
varsity  basketball  team,  and  Selwyn 
Old  Boys,  Mr.  Chris  Dedicik  '93  and 
Mr.  Joel  Guinness  '91  -  to  help  coach. 

The  camp  finished  up  on  Friday 
with  a  pizza  party  accompanied  by  the 
"CHOM  Gatorade"  musical  mobile. 
Selwyn  House  hosted  the  camp,  which 
ran  from  9:00  A.M.  to  12:30  P.M.  from 
August  15  to  19,  in  both  the  Lucas 
and  the  Macaulay  gyms. 

The  Bracken  boys  had  only  one 
complaint  about  the  camp:  "Maybe  it 
should  be  longer,  like  a  v/eek  and  a 
half  or  two  weeks,  because  it  went  so 
fist.  It  was  just  over."  Michael  says. 
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Selwyn  rowing  team  back 
on  the  water 

BY  Brad  Moffat 

The  Montreal  Casino  shut  down  the  Olympic  Basin  last  year, 
cancelling  all  rowing  events  for  the  season.  1  am  happy  to  report  the 
basin  has  been  refilled  and  Selwyn  team  practices  are  in  full  swing. 

The  largest  crew  ever  has  qualified  for  the  racing  team. 
Congratulations  to  all  the  boys  who  made  the  cuts,  especially  to  the 
new  Grade  8  crewmen. 

The  team  is  training  hard  and  will  focus  on  the  regatta  being  held 
at  the  basin  on  October  22.  We  will  be  competing  in  the  eights,  fours 
and  singles  categories.  This  might  be  the  first  ever  GMAA  sponsored 
regatta,  so  if  you  can  come  out  to  cheer  our  crews  on,  then  I 
guarantee  the  weather  will  be  perfect  for  a  picnic  and  the  excitement 
will  be  electrifying. 


Bookends 

BY  Virginia  Ferguson 

The  SHS  Library  Staff  and  volunteers  are  happy  to  be  back 
running  story  hours,  reference  projects,  skills  classes,  author  visits 
and  processing  piles  and  piles  of  new  books  and  CD-Roms. 

We  have  already  begun  reading  to  all  SHS  boys  in  the  pillow- 
story  lounge.  Senior  boys  have  been  hearing  excerpts  of  Zlata 
Filipovic's  ZLua's  Diary:  A  Child's  Life  in  Sarajavo  and  The  Giver, 
an  eerie  science  fiction  novel  about  the  family  unit  and  the 
community  of  tomorrow,  written  by  Newbur\'  Award  winner  Lois 
Lowry.  Middle  Schoolers  have  formed  an  eight-person  reserve  list 
for  Gary  Paulsen's  latest  book  The  Car  after  hearing  only  two 
chapters!  Juniors  have  been  pleased  to  find  that  "homesickness"  as 
described  in  the  Caldecott  Winner  Grandfather's  jouryiey  is  not  a 
childish  feeling  but  a  universal  emotion. 

Parents  might  be  interested  in  our  current  display  of  timely 
materials:  Theologie  et  Politique  by  Jean-Bertrand  Aristide,  La 
Republiqtie  Haitienne  by  Barthelmy  &  Girault,  our  personally 
signed  copy  of  Jimmy  Carter's  Talking  Peace  and  Henry  Kissinger's 
monumental  work  Diplomacy.  The  History  Department  and  the 
senior  boys  have  priority  when  reserving  these  books.  However, 
anybody  can  add  their  name  to  the  list. 

We  are  pleased  to  invite  you  to  visit  the  Library  and  share  our 
excitement  over  all  our  new  material  and  to  take  a  look  at  the 
newly  refurbished  pillow-story  lounge. 


Founder's  Day 

Wednesday,  November  23,  1994 

Come  celebrate  the  founding  of  Selwyn  House  School 

with  this  year's  Speirs  Medal  recipient, 

Mr.  Alexis  S.  Troubetzkoy 

It  is  one  of  the  rare  occasions  when  the  Selwyn  House 

community  -  parents,  past  parents,  alumni,  faculty  and 

staff—  gathers  in  a  social  setting. 

Don't  miss  it! 


Selwyn  House  Garage  &  Bake  Sale  &  Bazaar 

October  21  from  3:00  P..M.  to  6:00  P.M. 
October  22  from  9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

Clear  these  dates  an  your  calendar  and  help  us  surpass  last  year's  sales 
record  of  $30,000! 

We'll  have  some  great  deals  for  you  at  the  Garage  Sale. 
Start  your  holiday  shopping  early  at  the  Craft  and  Art  Comer. 

Stock  up  on  some  home-baked  goods,  lasagna  and  quiche. 

Win  some  amazing  raffle  prizes! 

And,  after  all  this,  relax  and  enjoy  tea  in  the  Tea  Room  (Friday) 

while  the  kids  have  pizza! 
We  accept  VISA  and  Mastercard  for  your  shopping  convenience. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Deborah  Schatia  486-5749  or  (fax)  486-6799; 

Valerie  Brooks  744-1273;  or  Nicole  Ellen  484-7770. 

See  you  there! 


The  Parents'  Newsletter 

Selwyn  House  Association 

93,  Chemin  Cote  St-Antoine 

Westmount,  Quebec 

H3Y2H8 

The  Parents"  Newsletter  has  a  new 
editor  and  designer  this  year, 
Ms.  Jennifer-Lee  Thomas.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  Journalism  at  Concordia  University.  She  hopes  to 
continue  informing  parents  about  the  numerous  activities  in 
the  school  in  the  most  interesting  manner  possible. 


ANTICOSTI...  beautes  sauvages:  la 
chute  Vaureal  et  son  canyon,  le  canyon 
de  la  riviere  Observation,  fimmense 
caverne  de  la  riviere  Patate,  les  epaves 
du  Calou  et  du  Wilcox,  les  groupes  de 
chevreuils  gambadant  sur  la  pelouse  de 
I'auberge  de  Port-Menier,  la  chute  a 


Boule.  Decouverte  aussi  des  aspects 
historiques  de  cette  lie:  anciens  villages 
de  I'Anse-aux-Fraises  et  de  Baie-Sainte- 
Claire,  vestiges  du  phare  de  lest, 
developpement  historique  de  Port- 
Menier  ainsi  que  des  structures 
existantes  de  la  Villa-Menier.  Pour  clore 
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la  visite  de  cette  lie  enchanteresse,  un 
feu  de  camp  sur  le  bord  du  golfe  du 
Saint-Laurent  ainsi  quune  cueillette 
fructueuse  dune  centaine  de  fossiles. 
C'est  avec  ces  images  qua  pris  fin  ce 
voyage  de  decouvertes  dans  cette 
magnifique  region  quebecoise. 
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